AOCG Memollo, 287 ~2023 DEPARTMENT OF FinaNcE T ASTER W‘f
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS

A modernized and credible customns administration that upholds good governance and is among the world's best

MEMORANDUM
TO : ALL DISTRICT and SUB-PORT COLLECTORS
ALL CHIEFS, FORMAL ENTRY DIVISION
AND FORMAL ENTRY DIVISION PERSONNEL
FROM A
Deputy Commissioner
Assessment and Operations Coordinating Group (AOCG)
SUBJECT TARIFF COMMISSION CIRCULARS/ADVANCE RULINGS
{TCC/AR)
DATE : 07 November 2023

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1603 (f} of the Customs Modernization
and Tariff Act (Republic Act 10863) and Section 4.9 of Commission Order No. 2017-1
(Procedure on Application for an Advance Ruling on Tariff Classification related to
Importation of Goods), the Tariff Commission furnished copies of the Advance Ruling
(AR} on Tariff Classification with Tariff Classification Circulars (TCC/AR) issued on 26
October 2023 and the same having been reviewed and summarized as follows:

2022 AHTN

TCC. NO. | DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES CODE

2023 RATES OF DUTY

-MFN — 1% ad valorem
ATIGA — Zero*
| AANZFTA — Zero*
. ACFTA — Zero*
23-624 FERMENJ&%SEF SAUCE | 2106.9098 | AHKFTA — Zero*

"AIFTA — 1% ad valorem™®
AJCEPA - Zero®
| AKFTA — 1% ad valorem™
RCEP — Zero*

“IVELAC 70 — SWEET WHEY ~ |

POWDER REPLACER” 2309.90.20 | MFN - Zero

=

23-744

MFN — 7% ad valorem

23-769 "NATALMIN DHA" 2106.90.72 AIFTA — 7% ad valorem*

“Subject to submission of their corresponding CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN (COs).

Gate 3, South Harbor, Port Area, Manila 1018
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

BUREAU OF CUSTOMS

A modernized and credible customs administration that uphelds good gavernance and is among the world’s best

MASTER %‘?jf‘{

SPARE RIBS”

TCC. NO. | DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES zoizopaf;m 2023 RATES OF DUTY
“LEE KUM KEE SAUCE FOR FTAFN — 7% ad valorem
23-775 SWEET & SOUR PORK / 2103.90.13 [ACFTA — Zero*

| RCEP - Zero*

*Subject to submission of their corresponding CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN (COs).

For information, guidance and strict compliance.

CC: COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS

Gate 3, South Harbor, Port Area, Manila 1018
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REPUBLIL OF THE PHILIPPINES
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REPUBLIC QF THE PHILIPPINES

BUREAU OF CUSTOMS
OFFICE OF Trd LS AU COMISUIONER
ASSESSMENT & CPERATIONE LU OREINATING GROYP {AQCG)

BEGTIVE

DATE & TIME L0 =& [ = o

BoC ~pg - 44,300

26 October 2023

COMMISSIONER BIENVENIDO Y. RUBIO

Bureau of Customs
G/F OCOM Building

16th Street, South Harbor
Gate 3 Port Area, Manila

TARIFF COMMISSION

TCOC Ref. No, 23-088

BUREAU OF SUSTOMS
O

MESSAGE CENTER

= YA o

0CT 27 2023

/\
BY: Mmﬂﬂ. TIME: Qa0g.

Dear Commissioner Rubio:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1603(f) of the Customs Modernization and Tariff
Act (Republic Act No. 10863) and Section 4.8 of Commission Order No. 2017-1
(Procedure on Application for an Advance Ruling on Tariff Classification Related
to tmportation or Exportation of Goods), this Commission is pleased to furnish your
good Office with PDF copies of four Advance Rulings on Tariff Classification, with
TCC (AR) Nos. 23-624, 23-744, 23-769, and 23-775, issued by this Commission on
26 October 2023. These Advance Rulings have also been posted on the Commission’s
website www.tariffcommission.gov.ph.

Thank you.
Very truly yours,
% ) P Bigtady egrad
ot
/\

MARILOU P, MENDOZA

Chairperson

Encl:  As stated

cc! The Secretary
Department of Finance
Manifa

41th Floor, West insula Condominium, 135 West Avenue, Quezon City, 1105 Philippines
Tel. Nos.: {632) 8026-8731 / (632} 8§928-8419 / {632) 8936-3315 / (632) 8936-3318 » Telefax Number: (632) 8921-7960
Website: tariffcommission.gov.ph ¢ Philippine Tariff Finder: finder.tariffcemmission.gov.ph

Emait Address: TC.Assist@mail tarificommission.gov.ph
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
TARIFF COMMISSION

ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant fo Section 1100 of RA 10883 (CMTA)

1 } AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2023 RATE/S OF IMPORT DUTY 2 ] TCC {AR) NO.
23-624
AHTN 2106.90.98 3 | DATE ISSUED

MFN - 1% ad valorem ATIGA - Zero
AANZFTA - Zero ACFTA - Zero
AHKFTA - Zero AIFTA - 1% ad valorem
AJCEPA - Zero AKETA - 1% ad valorem 26 October 2023
RCEP - Zero

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOQD

“FERMENTED FISH SAUCE FLAVOR”

Based on the product information, ingredients list, production process flowchart, safety
data sheet, and photograph of the product label submitted, subject article is a fish flavoring
preparation in the form of a pale-yellow to brown powder. It is composed of natural flavoring
substances, maltodextrin, and salt. Packed in 15-kg corrugated boxes with inner polyethylene
(PE) liners, subject article is used as a flavor mix.

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Heading 21.06 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN} 2022 covers food
preparations not elsewhere specified or included. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS)
Explanatory Notes {EN) state that provided that they are not covered by any other heading of the
Nomenclature, this heading covers, among others, preparations consisting wholly or partly of
foodstuffs, used in the making of beverages or food preparations for human consumption.

The Supplementary Explanatory Notes (SEN) to AHTN 2022 subheading 2106.90.98 state
that flavouring preparations are mixtures of a single or several flavouring substances or extracts
with starch, flour or other food substances acting as a carrier. They are premixed for ease of
application to food or beverages and function primarily to impart a characteristic taste.

In view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 2106.90.98, with
a Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of 1% ad valorem and the following applicable rates
of duty under the various Philippine free trade agreements (FTA), subject to submission of the
corresponding proof of crigin:

4th Ficor, West Insula Condominium, 135 West Avenug, Quezon City, 1105 Philippines
Tel, Nos.: (632) 8926-8731 / (632) 8928-8419 / (632) 8936-3315 / {632) 8936-3318 e Telefax Number: (632} 8921-7960
Website: tariffcommission.gev.ph e Philippine Tarilf Finder: finder.tariffcommission.gov.ph SOCOTEC
Email Address: TC. Assisigimail.tariffcommission.gov.ph
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27 TCC (AR) NO.

23-624

Applicable Rates of Duly

Free Trade Agreement (%, ad valorem)

Proof of Origin

Certificate of Origin (CQO)
Form D, Electronic

ASEAN Trade in Goods 0 Certificate of Origin

Agreement (ATIGA) {e-Form D), or Origin
Declaration by Approved

Exporter

ASEAN-Australia-New

Zealand Free Trade Area 0 CO Form AANZ

(AANZFTA)

ASEAN-China Free Trade

Area (ACFTA) 0 COForm E

ASEAN-Hong Kong, China

Free Trade Agreement 0 CO Form AHK

(AHKFTA)

ASEAN-India Free Trade

Area (AIFTA) 1 CO Form Al
ASEAN-Japan

Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement 0 CO Form AJ
(AJCEPA)

ASEAN-Korea Free Trade ’ CO Form AK

Area (AKFTA)

CO Form RCEP or
Declaraticn of Qrigin
(DO) issued by an
Approved Exporter

Regional Comprehensive
Economic Parinership 0
(RCEP) Agreement

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the law, facts, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION
Digialy sigred

MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission's objeclive to provide alternative mediums/channels of communication and o
further enhance the accessibility of its froniline services fo ifs stakeholders, this Advance Ruling is being issued in
digital format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is also uploaded in the Tariff Commission website. A
hard copy thereof, accompanied hy said dry seal, barcode, and holagram, may be issued upon request.
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
TARIFF COMMISSION

ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant to Section 1100 of RA 10863 (CMTA)

1 | AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2023 RATE/S OF IMPORT DUTY 2 | TCC (AR) NO.

23-744

AHTN 2309.90.20 3 f DATE ISSUED
MFN - Zero

26 Qctoher 2023

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

“IVELAC 70 - SWEET WHEY - POWDER REPLACER”"

Based on the product specifications, Certificate of Feed Product Registration from the
Bureau of Animal Industry (BAl), and manufacturing process flowchart submitted, subject article
is a milk-based feed supplement in powder form. It is composed of liquid milk products, whey
permeate powder, soy protein concentrate, wheat protein concentrates, and natural vanilla
flavour. Packed in 25-kg bags, subject article is added to ¢alf, pig, and poultry diets at inclusion
rates of 3% to 25%, as a source of energy.

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Heading 23.09 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenciature (AMTN) 2022 covers
preparations of a kind used in animal feeding. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS)
Explanatory Notes (EN} siate that this heading covers sweetened forage and prepared animal
feeding stuffs consisting of a mixture of several nufrients designed, among others, to achieve a
suitable daily diet by supplementing the basic farm-produced feed with organic or inorganic
substances (supplementary feed). This heading includes preparations for supplementing
(balancing) farm-produced feed (feed supplements). Farm-produced feed is usually rather low in
proteins, minerals or vitamins. The preparations devised {o compensate for thesg deficiencies, so
as to ensure a well-balanced animal diet, consist of proteins, minerals or vitamins plus
additional-energy feeds {carbohydrates) which serve as a carrer for the other ingredients.
Although, qualitatively, these preparations have much the same composition as those in complete
feeds, they are distinguished by a relatively high content of one particular nutrient.

In view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 2309.90.20, with
a Most Favoured Nation {MFN) rate of duty of zero.

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the taw, facts, or circurnstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION

Lhgtaty nigned

MARILOU P, MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line wilh the Commission's objective fo provide alternalive mediums/channels of communication and o
further enfrance the accessibility of its frontline services (o its slakehoklers, this Advance Ruling Iis being issued in
digital formal, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is also uploaded in the Tariff Commission website, A
hard copy thereof, accompanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hologram, may be issued tipon request.

4th Floor, West Insula Condomunium, 135 West Avenue, Quezon City, 1105 Philippines
Tel. Nos.: (632} 8926-8731 / (632) 8928-8419 / [632) $§936-3315 [ (632} 8936-3318 » Telefax Number: {632) 8921-7960
Website: tariffcommission.gov.ph « Philippine Tarifi Finder: finder. tariffcormmission.gov.ph
Email Address: TC Assistdmail tariffcommission gov.ph
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

TARIFF COMMISSION

ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant to Section 1100 of RA 10863 (CMTA)

1 | AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2023 RATE/S OF IMFORT DUTY 2 | TCC (AR) NO.

23-769
AHTN 2106.90.72 3 | DATE ISSUED
MFN - 7% ad valorem
AIFTA - 7% ad valorem 26 QOctober 2023

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

SNMATALMIN DHA”

Based on the Certificate of Product Registration from the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA), product insert, product trade box layout, and photograph of the product submitted, subject
article is a food supplement in the form of soft gel capsules containing folic acid, omega-3 fatty
acids, vitamins, and minerals. Packed in boxes containing 2 x 15 capsules in aluminium- or
polyvinylidene chloride (PVDC)-coated polyvinyl chloride (PVC) blister packs, subject article is
recommended to be taken by pregnant women during their third trimester, after meal once a day.

5 | REASONS FOR CLASSIFICATION

Heading 21.06 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature (AHTN) 2022 covers food
preparations not elsewhere specified or included. The pertinent Harmonized System (HS)
Explanatory Notes (EN) state that the heading includes, infer alia, preparations, often referred to
as food suppiements or dietary supplements, consisting of, or based on, one or more vitamins,
minerals, amino acids, concentrates, extracts, isolates or the like of substances found within
foods, or synthetic versions of such substances, put up as a supplement to the normal diet. it
includes such products whether or not also containing sweeteners, colours, flavours, odoriferous
substances, carriers, fillers, stabilisers or other technical aids. Such producis are often put up in
packaging with indications that they maintain general health or well-being, improve athletic
performance, prevent possible nutritional deficiencies or correct sub-optimal levels of nutrients.
These preparations do not contain a sufficient quantity of active ingredients to provide therapeutic
or prophylactic effect against diseases or aiiments other than the relevant nutritional deficiencies,
Other preparations with a sufficient quantity of active ingredient to provide a therapeutic or
prophylactic effect against a specific disease or ailment are excluded (heading 30.03 or 30.04).

In view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 2106.90.72, with
a Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of 7% ad valorem and ASEAN-India Free Trade Area
(AIFTA) rate of duty of 7% ad valorem, subject to submission of Certificate of Qrigin (CO) Form
“Ai".

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the law, facts, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION

QW;LP%,_%/M{;

MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission's objective (o provide alternative mediums/channels of communication and to
further enhance the accessibilily of its fronfline services lo its slakeholders, this Advance Rufing is being issued in
digitaf format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is also uploaded in the Tariif Commission websile. A
hard copy thereof, accempanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hiologram, may be issued upon request.

4th Floor, West fnsula Condeminium, 135 West Avenue, Quezon City, 1105 Philippines
Tel. Nos.: (632} 8026.8731 / [632) 8928-8419 / (632) 8936-3315 / (632) 8936.-3318 « Telefax Number: (632) 8921-7960
Website: tariffcommission.gov.ph « Philippine Tariff Finder: finder.tarificommission.gov.ph SULOTEC
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e PUBLIC (ji- PHE PHILIPPINES
TARIFF COMMISSION

ADVANCE RULING ON TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
Pursuant to Section 1100 of RA 10863 (CMTA)

1| AHTN 2022 CODE AND 2023 RATE/S OF IMPORT DUTY 2 | TCC (AR) NO.
AHTN 2103.90.13 23-775
MFN - 7% ad valorem 3 | DATEISSUED
ACFTA - Zero
RCEP - Zero 26 Qctober 2023

4 | DESCRIPTION OF GOOD

“|EE KUM KEE SAUCE FOR SWEET & SOUR PORK { SPARE RIBS”

Based on the quality assurance sheet, ingredients declaration,
manufacturing process flowchart, and photograph of the product submitted,
subject article is a smooth and pasty, orange-red sauce made from water, white
sugar, corn syrup powder, concentrated pineapple juice, tomato paste, modified
cornstarch, acetic acid, salt, celours (paprika oleoresins, carotene), and stabilizer
(xantham gum). Packed in 80-g sachets, subject arlicle is used in preparing
Cantonese-style sweet and sour pork or spareribs dishes.

5 | REASONS FOR GLASSIFICATION

Heading 21.03 of the ASEAN Harmonised Tariff Nomenclature {AHTN) 2022 covers,
among others, sauces and preparations therefor, The pertinent Harmonized System (HS)
Explanatory Notes (EN} state that this heading covers preparations, generally of a highly spiced
character, used to flavour certain dishes (meat, fish, salads, etc.), and made from various
ingredients {eggs, vegetables, meat, fruit, flours, starches, oil, vinegar, sugar, spices, mustard,
flavourings, elc.). Sauces are generally in liquid form and preparations for sauces are usuzlly in
the form of powders to which only milk, water, etc. need to be added to obtain a sauce. Sauces
are normally added to a food as it cooks or as it is served. Sauces provide flavour, moisture, and
a contrast in texture and colour,

in view thereof, subject article is classified under AHTN 2022 subheading 2103.90.13, with
a Most Favoured Nation (MFN) rate of duty of 7% ad valorem; ASEAN-China Free Trade Area
(ACFTA) rate of duty of zero, subject to submission of Certificate of Origin {CO} Form "E"; and
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Agreement rate of duty of zero, subject
to submission of CO Form “RCEP™ or Declaration of Origin (DO) issued by an Approved Exporter.

This ruling shall be valid for five years from the date of issuance and shall continue to apply
unless the law, facls, or circumstances supporting this ruling have changed.

FOR THE COMMISSION
Gty gt

Do, P Rty

MARILOU P. MENDOZA
Chairperson

Note: In line with the Commission's objective to provide ailernative mediums/channels of communication and to
further enhance the accessibility of its frontiine services fo its stakeholders, this Advance Ruling is being issued in
digital format, without a dry seal, barcode, and hologram, and is afso uploaded in the Tarilf Commission website. A
hard copy thereof, accompanied by said dry seal, barcode, and hologram, may be issued upon request.
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